One Page Bible Summary

Revelation 6: The visions of the seven seals, the ultimate human woes. KV 17
With the opening of the seals, the events of the tribulation are now described in stages.

1. Four horsemen of the apocalypse, the first four seals. 1-8

The seals herald in the first phase of the tribulation to be followed by the seven trumpets
(chapters 8-9) and finally the seven bowls (chapter 16). Though horrifying, the catastrophes
of the seals are actually the mildest and represent only the ultimate evils of humanity. The
trumpets will involve the ultimate forces of nature and evil, while the bowls, the forces of
divine wrath. Each horse represents events occurring on earth, such that John is requested
always to “come” and look. The horsemen are not individuals as they do not appear again
in the narrative but are personification of the evil state of events on earth. It begins with the
white horse (1-2). This is deceptively harmless but it is the forces of evil with the crown,
seeking world conquest. The bow has no arrow, indicating that the world will be deceived
without a battle. It is the early part of the 7-year tribulation, with the antichrist building a
world empire that seems to be prospering. With the second, a red horse, global war will
emerge (3-4). Things must have gone out of control and a sword is given to the evil forces
signifying that the killing has begun. The black horse with the scale is the consequential
economic breakdown with roaring inflation (5-6). A denarius is a full day’s wage. Yet it is
enough only for a quart of wheat, a day’s supply of basic food. Barley, the staple for the
poor can go on for three days. As expected, the rich is momentary unaffected. This is the
implication of leaving the wine and oil or “elaion” in Greek which is olive oil, undamaged.
The fourth horse is death (7-8). In Greek, the colour is “cloros” or pale green representing
fear. The dire effects of war and the economy culminate with famine and diseases, resulting
in death to a quarter of mankind, which is unheard of before. Also, the ruins of civilization
must be immense with the jungles creeping in and the destruction by the wild beasts in v8.

2. The widespread martyrdom of God’s people. 9-11

In the fifth seal, there is the arrival of the martyrs for God’s word to heaven (9-10). They
appear below probably the altar of incense, which has an earthy equivalent in Moses’
Tabernacle. This is right before God’s throne for the incense of worship (8:3). The martyrs
must be from the tribulation up to the fourth seal, for their executioners are still alive on
earth (10). Furthermore in v11, the supply of the white robes suggests that they have just
arrived, with their numbers yet to be completed. In the midst of the tribulation, all men will
be required to worship the Antichrist (2Thess. 2:4) and these martyrs are those who resisted.

3. The sixth seal, the ultimate human holocaust. 12-17

The nature of this seal is much debated. Actually it fits well with a nuclear holocaust (12-
14). The varied fumes cause the unusual appearances of the heavenly bodies, as confirmed
by Hiroshima’s eyewitnesses. Massive tremors make the stars appear falling, as well as
everything else moving. In Greek, the sky is said to split or “apochorizo” as a rolling scroll,
which is the stem of the mushroom-like nuclear blast. People are in caves, which are the
nuclear shelters (15-17). They know that it’s God’s judgment and the fear of facing Him
grips them more than death. Yet, it is not the end but only the first phase of the tribulation.

Lesson to Ponder: Wealth might help us to escape some woes, as in the third seal but
eventually nothing will protect us from the wrath of God. It is best to rest in His grace.
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