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Lesson 5: The 7-year period: the Great Tribulation (2) — 7 trumpets

SAFTTEME Lesson Preparation
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Passage: Rev 8-9

/EAETEHE How to study
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Study the above passages. Try to figure out the main points concerning Revelation 8-9.
Don’t let go any details you find interesting or confusing. Write down all the questions
you have.
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Read the One Page Bible Summary and ponder on it. See if it answers your questions
written. Write down any additional questions you have after your reading.
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Answer the Questions to Ponder below. If you find some of them too difficult, you can
skip them.
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If you find that the passage/ questions are not easy, don’t feel frustrated. You can ask
your questions/ what you do not understanding during the lesson. You can also ask
your questions via email before the lesson if you wish.

[Note to leaders: The following are the first draft of the answers. There may be some
supplementary notes from Dr. Seto. If there are any amendments, we may send you the

materials ASAP.]
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What is the purpose of the seven trumpets?

They are to announce the direct execution of God’s judgement, probably a response to
the saints’ prayers to God for retribution. (v3-5, cf. 6:10-11)
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What does the % hour silence before the trumpets mean to you as a son of God and to
people not yet committed to Christ as Savior?

It is the silence after the worship in Chapter 7 and before the great disasters that are
to come. The disasters will be so great that all can do nothing but wait to be
astonished. To unbelievers, they should be aware of the horrific judgement that will
come on them and repent. To us, we should fear God and try our best to snatch some
unbelievers out of the fire by evangelizing them. (We will be with Christ at that time
and will be in worship to anticipate His great actions.)
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The censor collects incense and prayer before God and also pour fire onto the earth
(8:3-5). What can we learn from this censor being a tool to serve God?

The tool that serves God can both serve God and others and, on the other hand, judge
the unbelievers. The same tool used by God can be a blessing to ones but a disaster to
others, depending on one’s relationship with/ attitudes towards God.
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What are the 4 natural forces that inflict destruction in the first four trumpets? And
what can we learn about God from these destructions when we spend our present
days?

(1) The destructive forces of weather (v7), (2) the destructive forces of earthquake
(v8), (3) the destructive forces of space, and (4) the damaging forces of darkness (v12).
All these are under God’s sovereign control, and can be used by Him for His own
purposes. The destruction can be so great that men have no way to avoid it. Today
we should be humble and prudent, knowing that we are only helpless creatures when
facing natural disasters. And we should also fear God since He is mighty and just. We
are always being protected by God from the ultimate of these forces.
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Demons as locust will come out from the bottomless pit after blowing the 5th
trumpet. How does this affect your understanding of the spiritual side of this world
where Satan reigns and how will you live as a follower of Christ in this world?



Though the world is under the reign of Satan, today is not the worst of the time
because demons are still restrained by God, not to be allowed to hurt people.
However, we should acknowledge that (1) God is greater than demons and He loves us
whilst demons want to bring us to hell together with them for eternal sufferings, (2)
demons are waiting to come out to harm us. Stay guarded and always get prepared,
putting on the full armour to fight against them.
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In 9:20, there are still people unwilling to repent even after such devastating damages.
What do you learn about God in knowing that they will certainly face eternal
judgement?

God is gracious and merciful as He gives sufficient time and chances for people to
repent, not send them to eternal judgement at the time they rebel. However, if one
does not repent, the judgement will be eternal.
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Why are there so many details on what will happen in the end days in the Scripture?

1) To understand God and His ways to deal with us and the world;

2) To observe signs that stimulate us to prepare well before meeting our Lord,
knowing that He will be coming soon;

3) To give us hope in the midst of adversities, knowing that God will finally make
all things right in His time;

4) To show to the world that His plan will go as He plans and people should
repent;

5) Any other reasonable answers
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What do you know more about God and His Plan in this study? How would this affect
your life? Write two applications of your Bible Study.

Any application in line with the truth in the Scripture

[Some suggestions:



God fully control the forces of nature and nothing can happen without first getting His
permission (e.g. 9:14-15 — all prepared for the precise time). God is so gracious that even
in the midst of judgments, He still try to give our warnings and call for repentance (8:13).

Applications:

1. Let God work out His ways in judging those who violate His glory — He is in full
control. Just plead with Him and wait for God to work it out in judgment.

2. For those unbelievers who will suffer in pain and yet no death (v: This is God’s way
and do all I can to plead with them to repent.

3. Live and tell people around us about God’s love and good news on salvation so that
at the end if they go to hell, they won’t blame you for not informing them such
great gift of our Heavenly Father which has been, is and will be always available to
those who are willing to listen and receive.]



