One Page Bible Summary

Revelation 8: The first four trumpets — earth’s ultimate destruction by nature. KV 5
The judgments by natural forces will inflict unprecedented damages to the environment.

1. The preparation for the blowing of the trumpets. 1-5

The first preparative step is to distribute the trumpets to the angels (1-2). Before this there
is half an hour of silence. This could be a liturgical silence after a round of worship. More
likely, it is the awesome anticipation for the severe judgment unleashed by the trumpets,
for never before has the world seen such utter destruction of nature. Jesus alluded to it in
Matt. 24:21. The seven angels are most likely the seven archangels recorded in the Jewish
literature. We assume their validity because two of their names are in the NT, namely
Gabriel (Luke 1:19) and Michael (12:7). Why are the trumpets executed by angels rather
than by Christ? Probably, it is now the direct execution of God’s judgment, while the
seals are only man’s ultimate evil when redemption is still an option that is readily
offered by Christ. It also ties in with the prayers of the saints in v3-5. These must be the
prayers for God’s retribution from 6:10-11 and He is ready now to response in judgment.
The thunder, lightning and earthquake in v6 are just harbingers of the coming judgment.
As trumpets are blown, the forces unleash is beyond all that mankind has experienced.

2. The blowing of the first four trumpets. 6-13

The target of the first four trumpets is mainly the environment and all harm to man is
merely incidental. With the first comes hail that is unseen before (6-7). The blood could
be just the red color but the fire is real for a third of all the trees with the grasses around
are burnt. Damages must be graved but the second is even more severe (8-9). Something
like a great mountain is thrown into the sea. This could not be a comet for it is the third
trumpet. It is probably an extensive earthquake splitting a major fault, resulting in a large
chuck of landmass falling with fire into the sea. This is certainly possible with the San
Andreas Fault in which the entire San Francisco Bay could fall into the ocean. In fact a
major earthquake is predicted for this area within the next 30 years. Imagine the
devastation that will occur, such that a third of the sea life and ships will be destroyed.
No wonder a third of the sea will become blood. The third trumpet is obviously a comet,
described as a great star falling from heaven (10-11). This is not science fiction but
reality and like all comets, it even has a name. It is Wormwood, the name of a very bitter
plant in Palestine. Note that the previous trumpet only affects the sea water but now the
spring water is affected. It is drinking water and for the first time, many humans are
predicted to die. Nevertheless as stated above, human deaths under the first four trumpets
are still indirect and incidental. The earthquake of the geological fault and the comet
probably occurs close to one another resulting in the outcome of the fourth trumpet (12).
Volcanic fumes and dust generated by the comet will sweep the earth, producing the
partial darkness. Indeed the unimaginable has occurred but the worst is still to come as
loudly announced by the eagle flying in mid-heaven. As the four living creatures or
cherubim’s could be like an eagle (4:7), such an angel could be the announcing agent.
The last three trumpets or woes will now inflict harm directly on mankind

Lesson to Ponder: Why the flying eagle? If taken literally, it must be heard by all, a
warning before any direct harm on mankind. The motive for God’s warning is always our
repentance. His love is such that even at this late stage, God still allows some to repent.
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Revelation 9: The two trumpets of extensive demonic harm to mankind. KV 4
The target of the judgments will now be on mankind rather than the environment.

1. The Fifth Trumpet, scourge of the demonic locusts. 1-12

In the execution of the fifth trumpet, the bottomless pit must first be opened (1-3). The
Greek for pit is “phrear”, the same word for well or a shaft. It is apparently the opening
that leads to a deep underworld or Abyss, where demons or fallen angels are locked up
until their day of judgment (2Peter 2:4). A literal rendering of scriptures obligate the
existence of this place and in v1 a fallen star is given the key to open the pit. The Greek
for “fallen” is in the perfect tense meaning “completely fallen”. It is the usual designation
for fallen angels and the star is thus probably such a being. It seems that God now allows
the underworld to have their way to hurt mankind. John calls the creatures emerging from
the pit “locusts” (3) but from their destructive power and appearance they are obviously
more than that. The torment of their sting is such that a person would seek death and so it
must be excruciating (4-6). Yet v6 stated that it is not possible. Most likely an extreme
state of painful paralysis would result making suicide impossible. Note that v4 limits the
injury to humans, sparing now the environment and as declared in 7:4, sealed individuals
will also be protected. The existence of grass in v4 shows that in 8:7, the destruction of
“all” is referring only to the grass around the trees. Their horrifying appearance in vV7-9
denotes that they are far from ordinary locusts but really a horde of flying demons. The
faces of men suggest an associated human intelligence. They have ferocious teeth but it is
the sting that hurts. They march like an army, even with the associated intimidating
sounds (9). The afflictions will last for five months and probably all men will experience
their sting (10-12). They even have a leader and both “Abaddon” and “Apollyon” mean a
destroyer. It is unlikely that this is Satan for he will only go to the Abyss in 20:1-3.

2. The Sixth Trumpet, the peril of the destructive army. 13-21

The next trumpet is similarly driven by demons that must be released and a third of the
surviving population will be killed (13-15). The four demons are specially prepared for
this devastation but in v16-17 it is clear that the final agent of destruction is armies of
horsemen suggesting that they are humans (16-17). It could well be that the four demons
have extreme powers of persuasion such that large armies are mobilized in a short time.
In v17, breastplates are described but in the Greek it is not clear whether this refers to the
horses or the riders. As v17 focus is on the horses, the breastplates on these horses will be
a more natural rendering. The killing power is in the horses’ mouths and tails, with fire,
smoke and brimstone (18-19). It sounds like cannons and guns. Putting it together, John
is likely describing armies of tanks. In a modern tank, there is a canon with a shorter
accompanying machine gun. They rotate 360 degrees and thus could appear as a mouth
and tail. In v16 John heard the number to be 200 million and it should be noted that
Chairman Mao once boasted to Russia that China is able to mobilize an army of this size.
A lament is made in v20-21 on the lack of repentance. It shows that this is God’s main
desire for the tribulation. The idols here could be that of the Antichrist who demanded
worship from the world. Note that idolatry comes with all kinds of moral sins (21).

Lesson to Ponder: The hope for repentance is central to all of God’s judgments. The best
response when we are suffering the consequences of our sins is to sincerely repent.
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