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Revelation 13: The antichrist and the false prophet. KV 1 and 11
The chapter now provides background of the main evil participants in the tribulation.

1. Vision of the beast from the sea, which is the antichrist. 1-10

Visions continue to appear and as in chapter 12, allowing some form of figurative
interpretation. John first saw a beast ascending from the sea (1-2). In 11:7 and 17:8 it is
stated that he is from the abyss which is what the sea represents. The beast is empowered
by the dragon or Satan and he is thus the antichrist. Small wonder he looks very similar to
the dragon in 12:3. The various animals reflect his strengths, namely the lion’s authority,
the bear’s strength and the leopard’s agility; and the antichrist will have all these
attributes. As for the horns, they represent the 10 kingdoms he controls while the heads
are seven kings that are under him. The tragedy is that the entire world will worship him
and it is mainly because of an apparent “resurrection” (3-4). There is a fatal wound due to
a sword in v14 probably during warfare and could be related to the battle described in
Ezekiel 38-39. However he came back alive and is even victorious. It is likely to be false
for v3 uses the phrase “as if” but the world will be so beguiled that even the dragon or
Satan himself will be worshipped. He then turns arrogant and blasphemous against God
and His tabernacle (5-6). This must be related to his demand for worship in the temple. It
also harmonizes well with the antichrist taking Jerusalem and controlling the temple for
42 weeks in 11:2. At the same time in V7-8, he will war against the saints leading to their
elimination beginning from the fifth seal in 6:9. The section ends with an exhortation for
the saints to endure by faith (9-10). There is some textual variation in v10, on whether
“kill by the sword” is active or passive but the best support is for the latter, as used in the
NIV. Note that the beast is also depicted as an empire in 17:8-12 which some described
as the revived Roman Empire for the emperor and his empire can often be inseparable.

2. Vision of beast from the earth, which is the false prophet. 11-18

A second beast appears, also called the false prophet in 16:13 and 19:20, indicating that
he is some kind of religious leader (11-12). Furthermore he appears as a lamb and yet his
words are satanic. He is from the earth, indicating that he is not directly linked to the
abyss as the first beast. Rather, his great demonic power is indirect, working only through
the presence of the antichrist, the first beast (12). He is basically the antichrist’s aide,
enticing the world to worship him. A key performance of his power will be making an
image or a statue of the antichrist to talk (13-15). Surely the feat could easily be conjured
with modern technology but it will defraud the entire world into adulation. The killing of
those refusing to worship must again be the martyrdoms of the saints in 6:9 but this will
be his method for revealing them. Finally he will introduce a mark that is needed for all
buying and selling (16-18). It actually means the full control of the world and achievable
today by implanting a computer bar code. In v18 the number of this mark is stated as 666.
It then calls for wise and intelligent “calculation” of the number. The Greek is “psephizo”
meaning to work it out by mathematics. So the number will not be obvious but can be
deciphered and thus be identified. So we should be watching out for it.

Lesson to Ponder: It is always difficult when we fully obey God and yet have to suffer
for it as in v8-10. Understanding that this is destined by God for our own good (Romans
8:28) will be a great encouragement. Yet in the end, the call is still to endure by faith.
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