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Lesson 7: The 7-year period: the Great Tribulation (3) — 7 bowls
SRR TEME Lesson Preparation

AL T BURERES 15-16 B
Passage: Rev 15-16
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Study the above passages. Try to figure out the main points concerning Revelation 15-
16. Don’t let go any details you find interesting or confusing. Write down all the
guestions you have.
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Read the One Page Bible Summary and ponder on it. See if it answers your questions
written. Write down any additional questions you have after your reading.
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Answer the Questions to Ponder below. If you find some of them too difficult, you can
skip them.
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If you find that the passage/ questions are not easy, don’t feel frustrated. You can ask
your questions/ what you do not understanding during the lesson. You can also ask
your questions via email before the lesson if you wish.
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Who are those “who had been victorious over the beast” in 15:2? Give reasons to
support your answetr.
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They are the Jews (singing song of Moses) and the Gentiles (singing the song of the
Lamb) who overcome antichrist in the Great Tribulation (v2-4). The believing Gentiles
are possibly the those in the Great Tribulation who refused to worship the antichrist
and to accept his mark (v2). The believing Jews are likely the 144,000.
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What can you conclude about God’s glory after reading Rev 15:8?
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e God’s glory is manifested not only in His grace but also in His wrath, and we should
be both fearful and thankful for His gracious salvation.

e God’s glory if release in full is intense and will harm people. It will also fill anything
in full and cannot be avoided. It is over after the seven plagues because in v8, with
these plagues, the wrath of God is finished.
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Will the time for the events under the seven bowls be long or short? Why?
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It will be a very short time because

e the angel has announced that the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom
of God, meaning that it is the time for Christ to reign (15:4)

e men cannot survive long in the plagues under seven bowls e.g. there will be little
drinkable water after 3™ bowl is poured out.
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Compare the effects of plagues under the seven bowls with that of those of the seven
trumpets in terms of coverage and severity.
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Hail and fire burned up 1/3 of the earth | Sore on all people with the mark of the
and 1/3 of the trees. beast.
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Great mountain burning with fire
thrown into the sea and 1/3 of the sea
become blood; 1/3 creatures in the sea
died and 1/3 of ships were destroyed.
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Blood in the sea and all living thing in the
sea died.
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Great star fell from heaven making 1/3
of the waters bitter. Many men died.
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Rivers and springs of waters become
blood. No drinkable water was available.
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1/3 of the sun, moon and stars were
darkened, and 1/3 day and night were
affected.

HIEEHREWE A -
Men were scorched with fierce heat from
the sun.
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Locust from the bottomless pit
tormented men for 5 months. Men
were unable to die.
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Antichrist’s kingdom became darkened
and men gnawed their tongues in pain

“EEEGKRE= A
Armies with 200,000,000 horsemen will
kill 1/3 of mankind.
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Euphrates dried up and kings were
gathered by the unholy trinity for the war.
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Seven bowls started.
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The great city was split, and cities were
destroyed. Islands fled away and
mountains were not found. 100-pound
hailstones came down from heaven upon
men.
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The coverage of plagues is much wider and more severe in the seven bowls.
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Consider men’s responses to the plagues in 16:9 and 16:11, what conclusions do you

get?
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Men will not repent even under extremely severe punishment, though some in
Jerusalem will still give glory to God (cf. 11:13). They may remain unrepented in
eternity. Men are rebellion to God no matter what they encountered.
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Read Rev 16:12-16. For what event is prepared? Why do the men in the world get
involved in this event?
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It is prepared for the war of Armageddon (the war of the great day of God, v14). The
Euphrates was probably dried up for the armies from the east heading to Armageddon
to cross. They are deceived by the unholy trinity, thinking that they may be able to
fight against our Lord.
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Read Rev. 16:17-21: What is “done” in v17? How is the great earthquake and
hailstones related to Zech. 14:4-7 and Armageddon?
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Inv17, “it is done” refers to God’s wrath through seven seals, seven trumpets and
seven bowls is done - that the Great Tribulation is at last over.

Zech. 14: 4-7 is another description of the same event as v18-20: The great earthquake
matches with Zech 14:5, which God said the Israel will flee like they fled before the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah. On that day, the Mount of Olives will be split,
harmonizes well with the splitting of Jerusalem (v19). The hailstones were probably
for the armies gathering at Armageddon. They were killed and their blood will fill up to
two hundred miles as described in Rev 14:20.
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What do you know more about God and His Plan in this study? How would this affect
your life? Write two applications of your Bible Study.
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Any application in line with the truth in the Scripture

(AT 2 e
Hi—E R - B — R - (RS e
BT AN -

TEA 1 BMIRUIVIIIRAER K EE LR - AEREEAFGIRIE - FEE F s
HoE -

FER 2: FMBERAY T A0 E R A 78 S B3R - (15:3)

FEM 3: A - EHBE (2 e N —— T ge kA g —— g
LRSS » SeEE AR E I A - ]

[Applications for reference:

God really judge severely and yet spares us believers for such a terrible experience by
rapture | and rapture Il.

Application 1: We look forward to the intense celebration in heaven after all this is
over. | must let it encourage me.

Application 2: God’s ways must result in righteousness and truth. 15:3

Application 3: When a person is not interested to repent — he may never do it — | just
move on to reach others.]



