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Revelation 15: Preparation for the final judgment of the seven bowls. KV 1
After the interlude in chapter 12-14, providing vital information on the participants of the
tribulation, the chronological sequence is resumed with the initiation of the seven bowls.

1. The celebration of the victors over the beast. 1-4

John starts in v1 with “another sign” indicating that there is no linkage to the vision in
chapter 14. The sign of the angels with the seven plagues is described as “great and
marvelous” because with this, God’s wrath will be “finished”. In Greek, it is “teleo”
which is literally “complete”. This means that the punishment for the tribulation will be
over, making it a cause for celebration. The sign on the seven plagues is actually a
continuation from the blowing of the seventh trumpet in 11:15. In v2-5, the round of
worship that is described ends with the opening of the temple or tabernacle in heaven as
in 11:19. This is the chronological link from 11:19 to 15:5, with an interlude in chapter
12 to 14. Thus the celebration in v2-4 probably coincides with the round of worship in
11:15-18. The celebration is definitely before the throne in heaven for in v7 the living
creatures are present and it is happening on the sea of glass mentioned in 4:6. The only
difference is the mixture of the sea with fire, perhaps a special effect to heighten the
celebration. The participants are all those victorious over the beast and it must include
both Jews and Gentiles. This must be so, for both the song of Moses and the song of the
Lamb are sung (3). In Greek there is a definite article for each song indicating that they
are separate and distinct songs. The song of Moses was sung in Exodus 19:1-19 for the
victory over Egypt. It is a song to be sung by Jews and for this occasion it must be the
144,000 who overcome the antichrist. Their presence further supports the proposal of
Rapture 11 in 14:1-5, when these Jews would be transported to heaven. The song of the
Lamb must be words of praise for Christ the Lamb and should be sung by the gentile
martyrs who are already in heaven in 7:9-17. Together they end with praises for God in
v3-4 anticipating His rule, which will begin immediately after the seven bowls. In their
words, three characteristics of God’s work are lauded. Indeed, He has done great and
marvelous works but His ways are also righteous and true. Thus we can attempt great
things for God but it must always be imbued with truth and result in righteousness.

2. Getting ready the seven bowls. 5-8

This section shows that there is indeed a temple in heaven, which the tabernacle on earth
is a copy. It must be the place where God is worshipped in heaven. The temple opens as
in 11:19 but now the seven angels emerge for they are responsible for delivering the
seven plagues (5-6). Their appearances especially the golden sash is similar to Christ’s in
1:13. There, Christ is presented as the holy judge and it matches with the angels’ sacred
task of executing the final judgment of the world. Seven bowls are given to the angels by
a living creature who must have obtained it from God (7). The temple in v8 was filled
with smoke, signifying that God is there in all His holiness and glory (Exodus 19:18). Of
great importance is the statement that no one was able to enter until the seven plagues
were over. God’s wrath will be unleashed and none stand in His presence. Against the
unrepentant, the most ferocious of torments will now take place with the seven bowls

Lesson to Ponder: Never belittle the awesomeness of God’s wrath for no one can enter
the temple. As saints, be deeply thankful for the precious blood of Christ that covers us.
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Revelation 16: The seven bowls, ultimate judgments to complete God’s wrath. KV 17
The seals are the ultimate woes caused by men, while the trumpets are those due to nature
and demonic forces. Finally the bowls are the ultimate woes caused by the wrath of God.

1. The first five bowls, making life unlivable. 1-11

The duration of the bowls could not be too long because the heavenly host seems to view
it as already over (11:15). Furthermore, drinking water will be eliminated in v4 and it will
be difficult to sustain life even for a week. God is directly venting His wrath for unlike
the seals and trumpets, the pouring of the bowls are from His direct command (1-2). The
first bowl results in agonizing sores to all who worship the beast. This accounts for the
majority as the saints have mostly departed. These sores seem to come on immediately
and it’s probably not an infectious disease as this will require time to spread. Thus it is
unlike anything we have seen before. In the second bowl, the sea becomes like the blood
of a dead man (3). This is clotted blood and naturally sea creatures will not survive, not to
mention the unbearable odor. The third bowl turns all fresh water into blood (4-7). A
third of drinking water is already affected in 8:11 and with this, it will all be ruined. Life
must be unlivable but this is God’s judgment and thus the praises for it in v5-7. The
personified altar speaking in v7 is probably to show God’s vengeance for the killing of
His saints in 6:9. More agony is ahead, for in the fourth bowl there is scorching heat with
the pain of sunburn over naked sores (8-9). The fifth bowl results in complete darkness
for the kingdom of the beast (10-11). Humans in agony can still support one another but
this is not possible in darkness and all they can do is to bite their tongues in pain. Note
that the darkness is not global, to enable the kings” movement in v12. The people suffer
but they simply will not repent (9, 11). In the previous woes, some will still glorify God
(11:13; 14:7) but now only blasphemy is heard. They fully deserve God’s judgment.

2. The sixth bowl to prepare for Armageddon. 12-16

With the sixth bowl, the Euphrates dried up (12). A possible harmony is that the kings of
the east are leading the large army of the sixth trumpet (9:16). They are now at the
Euphrates and thus will need to cross it. In 9:14, the four demons that gathered the army
are from the Euphrates and thus this is probably their destination. However in v13-16,
unclean spirits emerge from the “unholy trinity”. Together, they deceive the kings of the
world, which must include the easterners to gather at Armageddon in Israel and it will be
at Christ’s second coming (15). In 19:19, it states that the armies gathered to war against
Christ. This is the ultimate deception. After what has transpired, they must know that
Christ is coming but still they gather to war against Him thinking that they can win.

3. The seventh bowl with the final annihilation. 17-21

In the last bowl, Christ will return (17-19). As in 11:8, the great city is Jerusalem for the
splitting is also predicted in Zech. 14:4. Cities are destroyed and Babylon is discussed in
chapter 18. There are great physical upheavals although the “every” in v20 is probably a
hyperbole. The 100 pounds hailstones on the blasphemers in v21 must predominantly be
at Armageddon where millions gather. This explains the flow of blood in 14:20.

Lesson to Ponder: In v15 we are to stay awake, keep our clothes and avoid nakedness.
This is to remain pure and to deal with sins as a committed Christian should in 1John 1:9.
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