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Lesson 8: Central characters in the Great Tribulation (3): the Harlot — Babylon

SHETE{E Lesson Preparation

&t B 17:1-19:4
Passage: Rev 17:1-19:4

JEAETEE How to study

1. BFE B8 B TR BURS: 17:1-19:4 AYEEEL o AEFGE LA IR A7 i
BN RRETAER o B N ATA IR B -
Study the above passages. Try to figure out the main points concerning Revelation
17:1-19:4. Don’t let go any details you find interesting or confusing. Write down all the
guestions you have.

2. RIEEICEAR T —HELKHE )  BEETASHEIRE NHYRE - FEE - RAE
HEZHME - e fME Tk -
Read the One Page Bible Summary and ponder on it. See if it answers your questions
written. Write down any additional questions you have after your reading.

3. RHETNE " EFEME ) EE o HIRRREEREERREE - TLEERE -
Answer the Questions to Ponder below. If you find some of them too difficult, you can
skip them.

4. FHIREHERESCN 5 - 502 TENEEAE ST - AEDHTE o fRE] DT
IREVERE T BIEREN R > IR AT LIERRE Al > DL EEIHE IRAY R -
If you find that the passage/ questions are not easy, don’t feel frustrated. You can ask
your questions/ what you do not understanding during the lesson. You can also ask
your questions via email before the lesson if you wish.

I #RHEE Questions to Ponder

1. B17:1 FRiaey T ORIRIE ) SR Sh4e TR AR RV E K -
What does the great harlot in Rev 17:1 symbolize? Give reasons to support your
answer.

o TERET HRFEEENR AR (RAEZSRAE) - N
1) FE&T  REEEEREHWAL - FilEiElGsEF——EEEEL
zre (BIAILAPEESEE 16 K 23 & > LUK EEGPEpE )
2) BEbfa Bt IMrnysqi (8 10:8-10,11:1-9) » SRt/
e Ry T E T AR — VI IR ) AV (B 17:5)



3) IbRimEEAREEEIEL  REERTFER R B E AR -
e |t represents the false religious system (possibly apostate church) serving the

Antichrist because

1) in the Bible, harlot represents unfaithfulness towards God, in particular referring
to idol worship, which is spiritual adultery (e.g. Ezek 16, 23, all of Hosea);

2) Babylon has a long history of rebelling God and being the source of pagan
religions (Gen 10:8-10, 11:1-9). That’s why she is called “the mother of harlots
and of abominations of the Earth” (Rev 17:5);

3) the harlot is riding on the beast, which represents the Antichrist — the symbol of
linking the religious system to Antichrist.

EIRIFBLLUN &I R (R 55 ISR E % -
How is the Harlot related to each of the following parties? Support your answers with
relevant Scripture.

(a)  FETEFEE{ESEA] Antichrist and the False Prophet

o EEbfEMEE (KIZMPTRAVEL > 17:3) FrE AR EEE A -
o IEIRTEAEG RIRATRE R SRR E - S E B S TR E
(13:12) -

o RERELLMEMFMAEE (fTL) Ak (17:6) -

e Babylon is the false religious system utilized by Antichrist (symbolized by the
beast rode by the Harlot, 17:3).

e The false religious system is probably led by the False Prophet, who finally
leads the world to worship the Antichrist (13:12).

e Finally the Babylon will be destroyed by the Antichrist (and the ten kings,
17:16).

(b) b EEAY A K FEF people of nations and kings on the earth

o I FIREFOR A ZEM LM R - 2EURGSEFFATIE (17:2, 15;
18:3,23) o

o RIANBHEE ZhEias T (18:11-15) - AR ZEE L mTHIRE
ST~ By~ BEEE (18:22-23) -

o [EDEhfmtes » e A fm=Se (18:9-20) -

e Nations and peoples will be deceived by the Babylon, participate in idol
worship and commit immorality (17:2, 15; 18:3, 23).

e Merchants will be made rich from trading with her (18:11-15). People enjoys
sensual entertainment such as music, arts, feasts, etc. in Babylon. (18:22-23)

e They will mourn for the Babylon when she is destroyed (18:9-20).



(c) EFHVLLEF] A K EEGE believing Jews and Christians

o FEEMMEIIASIEEGHELMER RS (17:6,18:24)

e Believing Jews and Christians are persecuted and killed by the Babylon. (17:6,
18:24)

AR PSS HVENE T8 - 5 CHEPT ARV EEE? B SIS rHE % -
The beast rode by the Harlot has seven heads. What do they represent? Support your
answers with evidence.

o THIAYHEERE:
o EfigEEtbmprdtiziytElr (17:9) -
o TEfMESE T EAVEEEE - Bt R ~ qrik - bR - BRI - %
( "epiEy  2BEEMEE27) - KRREHIRT - #EEEEH
R (T EEAKE, 0 17:10-11)
e The seven heads have dual meanings:
o They represent seven mountains of which Babylon locates (17:9).
o They represent seven kingdoms on the Earth, namely Egypt, Assyria, Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Rome (one is, cf. Dan 2), and the future Rome reigned by the
Antichrist (the other has not yet come, 17:10-11).

178 A ABEE T SERTA ~ 0409F ~ MRFA , 1Y 2EEER?
The beast in 17:8 is described as “was, is not, and is about to come up”. What does
that mean?

o EIRTIREIEMUERE I FL - W HIBEESE (25 133) -
e |t probably means that the Antichrist will be allegedly killed and resurrected (cf.
13:3)

R B RS BRI E ARG [? FBEE? B IRE EFERUR?
Do you think that the Great Babylon is attractive to people at that time? Why? What
does this mean to you?

. EEI@  WEH SR » I RS R E IR - R H KRS - &
SLRET e AFYRARK » DABOS (it - 25 @At e A b B i s S A I

°

o B NEHAALRERIAMFIRKAVEYING - I TREZHER - W2 T
BATEC (£ 18:2) - WE/NOAFEHE CRETLRRT T -

e Yes, because the city is extremely rich and full of sensual entertainments, even
there is deceiving sorcery. They satisfy the lusts of men and they will be attracted.
That’s why they mourn when the city is destroyed.



e With eyes on things that stimulating worldly lusts, one will easily be deceived and
manipulated by evil powers (cf. 18:2). | should be careful, not allowing myself to
dwell in lustful pleasure.

KEmEAEC T TEEN - WAEER  FIAERER -, (B18:7)
S B ETENI L HE? B RAEEEUR?

The Great Babylon thinks, “I sit as a queen and | am not a widow, and will never see
mourning.” Why is she so confident? What does this mean to you?

o WRFEERBECER - BT EImE D (18:7) - #hFl FiEtt
PRPHRE PRaE L -

o ETHFRAVERPEIA ASE - [ H ARS8 S o G RATE L R ATEA L -
HEGEN -

e She probably is boastful about the riches, the power and the influences she has
over the world. (18:7) She thinks that these things will secure her.

e Worldly things are not reliable and will be destroyed finally and | will be regret if
they are the focus of my life.

IRed BBt S — B E AR 58 o IRed AU e HEE? HAE - A&
JEE?

Do you think that Babylon is a city in reality? If so, where do you think it locates?
Why? If not, why not?

o HEXLIIBOLLim AN (17:18,18:10, 16, 18-19,21) - MhAEREATE
B (17:9) ~ AMMsEEMFE 5 (18:11-15) ~ A& r Hr (18:22-
23) - MAEHOKAEEE (17:16,18:8,18) - LIFFAKE - M E S EEEEHY
—BEY, o

o —{ENBEAYHIES:

o fPfirve (BBELLMmPATER) JEFE A ]aE - R AMNIEE L i)
(BRIEARLELLZFE £ ) - 1 Bl A - A At 5
(RN - AR MEREEE 5 ) -

o WAL : ArlgE - RAiie —[EE Atz HF EE S

PR (18:19) - 594 » FESE B im FEEVEE ¢

= 1204 F 0 R R EBEHEHTFEARMA LR R HY
w o AT EERTEERNELIET & - EEETES
PR R T AR HCE A T S AT AR

= 14534 FHEE LHHEAN (FEEEHM) BEBGEH T &
(EISHryRrEE: ) - T HHEHEEFEE - BEIRER T =8
K o ARZ MB G ZOREEEN NESGHGE - Eiads - 1R%
HIRERE - ASstAN=EEE EAVE R E R G ids -
(Serano, Ernest. Istanbul Is Mystery Babylon: The Bible Prophecy
Investigated . Kindle Edition.)



= A S RE - (ERRHTR > B R R A
PR EE -

FERS T IRRATEE - N2 (E 2 S - e feE 1 E
R i HEERREZATAAE KM S LRSS - RS R’
EFRAEH L CERMEFERER I =ERE— &
RIFE AP ERE ) - HE > BN EERGETHAA
IEFAEGE - fE—FEE MR A A s ER AEE O (H
EEEBERMRER 2GR - BEARRE) -

The Bible mentioned Babylon as a city several times (17:18, 18:10, 16, 18-19, 21);
she has a location (17:9), people can trade with her (18:11-15), have
entertainments in her (18:22-23), and can be burned up with fire (17:16, 18:8, 18).
Taking the literal sense, it must a city in reality.

Three possible locations:

(@]

Irag (where old Babylon located): very unlikely because it is not a seven-
hill city (unless we interpret the mountains as kingdoms). Also it is not
close to sea and can have no seaport for trade (Euphrates is too small
for marine trade).
Istanbul: likely because she is a wealthy seven-hill city, with many
marine trade through its seaport (18:19). Also historically she has
persecuted Christians:
=  The Roman Church crusaders on their way to free Jerusalem
sacked Eastern Christian Constantinople in 1204. This was a
terrible and tragic time when the Western Roman Church
attacked the Eastern Church.
= The Ottoman Turks, who were Muslims, took over most of the
Byzantine Empire and in 1453 besieged Constantinople. The
Turkish troops pillaged, plundered and massacred for 3 days.
Many people, who sought refuge in the churches, including the
Hagia Sophia, were butchered there. Nuns were raped. Most of
the Nobles were killed. It is estimated that 30,000 Christian
inhabitants were enslaved and deported. (Serano, Ernest.
Istanbul Is Mystery Babylon: The Bible Prophecy Investigated .
Kindle Edition.)
= However, she is a Muslim city now, which is difficult to become
the foundation of a false religion system.
Rome: very likely as she is a seven-hill city, and can be seen from the sea
if burned. Also Vatican, the centre of Roman-Catholicism, is located in
Rome, which fits as the religious centre of the world (It fits very well if
we consider the ecumenical movement supported by the Roman-
Catholic). Also, historically, she persecuted Jews as well as Christians.
However she has no seaport now for marine trade. (The problem can
be solved if, in the end times, the city expands.)



STEFBHS - REEFETETE 2 T EFRR? SRS RV EFEZE?
BN MERES K ELEFRIE -

What do you know more about God and His Plan in this study? How would this affect
your life? Write two applications of your Bible Study.

B E K EHE A ER
Any application in line with the truth in the Scripture



