Jeremiah 23:1-12: Shepherds will be raised for the remnants returning to Israel.
The remnant has appeared but also their shepherds, affirming the fulfillment of prophecy.

Summaries of relevant background information from related passages.

Many passages prophesy the emergence of the Jewish remnant but Jeremiah also predicts
that shepherds will concomitantly emerge to care for them. This is first mentioned in Jer.
3:14-15 when Jeremiah is rebuking the Jews for their widespread idolatries (Jer. 3:2-3).
God in Jer. 3:12-13 ardently calls for their return for He will be gracious to them and His
specific actions in this regard are spelt out in Jer.3:14-15. God will take them selectively
from different cities and families to return to Zion. It sounds like a drawn-out process,
precisely the way the Jews return to Israel since 1948. Then comes the prediction of
shepherds in v15 who will be feeding them with knowledge and understanding, obviously
through some kind of formal education or perhaps a disciple making process. After this,
Jer. 3:16-18 refers to a specific period stated as “in those days”. It must be a later period
for by then the remnant has multiplied and increased. Christ will be on the throne, which
is why the ark will not be remembered or missed. Hence, it must be in the Millennium
when He will rule. Judah and Israel will be reunited and they will come together en masse
into the land. This is in the future as all believing Jews with the resurrected OT saints
(Eze. 37:12) will enter the land at His second advent to start the Millennium. In fact it
affirms that the selective return in v14 is before His second advent and is now in process.
The next relevant passage is Jer. 16:14-15 which again predicts the Jews returning from
many countries after His firm rebuke that they will be hurled out of their homeland (Jer.
16:13). But this return will be greater than the Exodus from Egypt (v14) and so it cannot
be the return of the Babylon Exile for Jerusalem is again destroyed and exiled in 70 AD.
They are again returning to Israel now, but is this the one predicted in v15? (See below)

Explaining the Passage — Jeremiah 23:1-12

The context is in Jer. 21-23, three chapters in which Jeremiah rebuke their leaders. In
Jer. 21-22 the rebuke is for their evil kings and chapter 23 it is their religious leaders,
namely the prophets and priests (Jer. 23:11-12). Amazingly in Jer. 23:1-2, he charges
them as bad shepherds responsible for the scattering of the Jews. Thus in Jer. 23:3, He
will gather them from all the countries back to Israel and again this is certainly the
present return for it is similar to Jer. 16:15. Also the next key event after their return is
the rule of the “righteous Branch” in Jer. 23:5-6, who is obviously Christ. The Jews will
be saved and in Hebrew it is “yasha” meaning salvation, to dwell under Him in Security, a
clear reference to the Millennium. So in contrast, Jer. 23:4 predicts the provision of good
shepherds to care for the remnant. It is not just in knowledge and understanding (Jer.
3:15) but more, for it is to make them unafraid. Thus it is caring for their entire spiritual
state, such that none will be missing. There is also ample hint on spiritual growth for in
v3, they are to multiply and be fruitful. It harmonizes so well with the present leadership
of the Messianic Jews who see themselves as spiritual shepherds (not prophets or priests)
striving to make disciples among the remnant. In Jer. 23:7-8, it repeats Jer. 16:15 that it
will eventually be greater than the Exodus confirming that it is the same return. But how
can it be greater than the Exodus? Well if these remnants are the ones entering into the
Tribulation and then have that dramatic victory over the antichrist, indeed it will be.
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Amos 9:11-15: Restoration of the Jewish Remnant who will be leading Gentiles to Christ.
Israel is declared an independent nation in 1948 at a site that is preserved as a museum,
known as Independence Hall. This passage is engraved on the wall indicating a belief by
the present Israel, that this is a prophecy fulfilled. Evidence shows that this is correct.

Summaries of relevant background for related passages.

1. Book of Amos: The theme of Amos is a rebuke to the Northern Kingdom Israel at
about 760 BC. They are to hate evil and love good, that they may live (KV 5:14-15). In
the book Israel is strongly rebuked, ending in 9:10 that all sinners will be destroyed.
Sadly the Northern Kingdom is eliminated at 722 BC but the preservation of the house of
Jacob is promised in 9:8 and a future restoration of Israel in the last five verses (9:11-15).
2. Acts 15: 13-19: The 1% Church Council is among Jewish believers, deliberating on the
issue of gentiles led to Christ by Jews. Chairman James concludes that this is acceptable
as Peter is led by God to do it (14) and then quotes this very passage for support (16-17).

Explaining the passage Amos 9:11-15 and evidence for fulfillment (verse by verse):
V11. Usually passages on the restoration after God’s severe judgments on Israel will
depict the Millennium when Christ will return (e.q. Jer. 32:36-44; Mi. 4:1-4). But Amos
is different for he speaks of simply raising David’s fallen booth. In Hebrew it is “sukkah”
which is really a temporary shelter, such as those build to last a week for the Feast of the
Tabernacle. Final fulfilment always use grand words such as “throne” or “kingdom” (e.g.
2Sam. 7:16). Yet “sukkah” is appropriate if it is referring to the present restoration as
Israel will be laid waste again (Mi. 5:11-12; Rev. 11:2). Incredibly Independence Hall is
such a site, made up in just one day for the ceremony and hence “sukkah” is an apt term.
V12. In the Millennium, Palestine will be allotted only for the Jews by tribes as depicted
in Eze. 47:13 to 48:29. As shown in Fig. 1, no allocations are given to gentiles. Yet v12
speaks of possessing Edom’s remnant and other nations who are called. But this is true in
Israel today for 75% of the populace are Jews while the rest are gentiles under their rule
or “possession”. More crucial is James quoting v11-12 to confirm that it is fulfilled in this
age. The text in Acts is from the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek translation of the OT done
in the 3 Century BC. These are all hand-written and so minor variances are expected but

here, there are only two key differences. In LXX, Edom (o17R) is translated adam (o)

or mankind and “yarash” (w1°) or possess is “darash” (w1T) or seek. So Acts 15:17 reads

“so the rest (or remnant) of mankind (adam) may seek (darash) the Lord”. The LXX is
most likely correct for Obad. 18 prophecies that Edom will have no survivors. James
quotes it to show that Jews will be leading gentiles to Christ. But the Messianic Jews are
actually doing it today, leading especially the Arabs to Christ to fulfill this prophecy. This
cannot occur in the Millennium for by then the whole world will know Him (Zech. 14:9).
V13. Israel’s farms are today effectively mechanized and agricultural activities continue
all year round with four harvests each year. This verse is surely fulfilled in modern Israel.
V14. Israel today is truly a restoration of Jewish captives returning from all the world,
rebuilding ruined cities and planting vineyards. So v14 is engraved in Independence Hall.
V15. It is crucial to note that the promise here is never to be rooted out, although for 3%
years, Jerusalem will be given to the gentiles and the antichrist (Rev. 11:1-3). But Zech.
14:2 promises that half of the city will not be cut off and thus they are not rooted out.
Then Christ will return in Zech. 14:3-4 to rescue them and begin His millennial rule.




Fig 1: Division of the land with the Holy Portion (for notes of chapter 47:13 to 48:29)
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Map of Israel in the Kingdom --John Schmitt
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