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What Exactly is 
Messianic Judaism??

Dr. Erez Soref, President



What Exactly IS Messianic Judaism?
OR 

are Jewish Followers of Christ 
simply “Christians”???



My story
(www.imetmessiah.com)



• I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel (Matt. 15:24)

• Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations…

Yeshua (Jesus):



Historical Facts to consider:

• Jesus is Jewish. 
• The disciples are Jewish. Gospels take place in Jewish context.
• By 2nd century – Jewish disciples are minority.
• By 3rd century – antisemitism in church.
• By 4th century – church is formally robbed from its Jewish 

roots/context.
• Medieval Europe – Jews are “Christ-killers”, massacres, 

forced conversions by Catholic church.



• Reformation – reading bible/mission movements = “to 
the Jew first”.

• 18th -19th = Missions to the Jews in Europe – many come 
to know Jesus, under auspices of formal denominations.

• 1841 - Michael Solomon Alexander, a Jewish believer in 
Yeshua who was formerly rabbi of Norwich and 
Plymouth and who later served as professor of Hebrew 
at King’s College London, was named the first Anglican 
bishop of Jerusalem. 

Historical Facts to consider:



• The Chinese Connection!

• Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky - 施約瑟
• Anglican Bishop of Shanghai, China, from 1877 to 1884. 

He founded St. John's University, Shanghai, in 1879.
• Translated the bible to Chinese and Wan-li
• Published the New Testament and the Hebrew Bible 

into Mandarin in 1898–1899.

Historical Facts to consider:



• 20th century up to WWII = more than 250,000 
Jews come to the Lord! Significant Jewish 
believers scholars, leaders, missionaries.
Messianic Jewish synagogues/congregations.

• Holocaust – erased almost all Messianic 
Jews, most survivors moved to USA.

Historical Facts to consider:



MJ center move to Israel, again
(The fig tree ripens its figs)

YEAR Jews in Israel Jews Worldwide MJ Cong. Israel MJs Israel

1939 445,000 16,500,000 No data No data

1948 850,000 ±10,500,000 -- 23

1989 3,688,000 30 1,200??

1999 4,829,000 81 5,000

2018 ±7,123,000 ±14,000,000 300 30,000



• Remnant = small portion/percentage
• Begun early in Elijah’s days – 

1 Kings 19.
• The remnant is made ONLY from 

believers from among the Jewish 
people, those that are faithful to God.
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The Doctrine of the Remnant



• The remnant in Scriptures are always 
part of the nation of Israel as a whole, 
not detached from it, yet with 
distinction within the nation.

• In the Church age – the remnant of 
Jewish believers in Christ is BOTH part of 
Israel and the Church.
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The
Remnant

The ChurchIsrael

The Doctrine of the Remnant



1. “For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin”.  
Paul as a Jew is a living proof.

2. V. 4 – “but what does the Word of God says?”
“For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery … that a 
partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles 
has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written” – Scriptures 
prove there is a time coming when all Israel will be saved!

Is the remnant relevant today - Paul’s Remnant arguments:



3. “Even so then at this present time also there is a 
remnant according to the election of grace” – Paul 
proves that God has preserved a remnant in the 
present time! Throughout Church history, there has 
always been a remnant.

Is the remnant relevant today - Paul’s Remnant arguments:



What Difference Does it Make for 
me (and the church) today?



• Doctrine of Salvation   Ch. 1-8

• Israel in the present age Ch. 9-11

• Conduct of Believers    Ch. 12-16

How do chapters  9-11 fit into the argument of Romans?

The peculiar structure of Romans



• Do the Jews have a favored status in Christ?
• Has Israel forfeited all claims?
• Why are the Jews refusing the gospel?
• Has the calling and purpose of God in Israel failed?
• What does the future hold for Israel?
• Rom 11:1 - I ask, then, has God rejected his people?

Questions the Romans asked:



For I do not desire, brethren, that you should 
be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should 
be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in 
part [partial hardening] has happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in. 

Rom. 11:25



I ask, then, has God rejected/cast away his people? 

By no means! (KJV, ESV)
Absolutely not! (NET)

May it never be! (NASB)

19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should 
change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and 

will he not fulfill it? 20 Behold, I received a command to bless: he has 
blessed, and I cannot revoke it. (num. 23:19-20)

Paul’s Key Question (rom.11)



Romans 1:16

What does To the Jew First mean??
(the most neglected Missiological tasks of the church)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,

 

to the Jew first and also to the Greek



1. Delete it, disregard it, mystify it – Marcian (2nd century heretic) to 
F.F.Bruce and other contemporary commentators.

2. Merely Chronological – Paul is talking only about the chronological 
order in which the gospel was spread.
- While historically true (Matt. 10:5-6 àà Matt. 28:19) –Paul is 

talking in the PRESENT tense, not past.

Romans 1:16



3. Merely Strategic– Paul’s strategy, because the Jews were the most 
prepared and likely to accept the message of Messiah Yeshua. 

4. Covenantal - Referring to God’s covenants. (Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, 
NT) and their future full fulfilment. 
- Rom.  2:9-10: X2 “the Jew First” – not chronological or strategic – to 
whom much is given much is required.

Romans 1:16



Why should you (and those
 you serve) care??



What we do AT

1. Media Evangelism 
(Arabic)

2. Soldiers & Young adults

3. HumaNitarian Help

4. Jewish testimonies

5. Women Leadership

6. Bible College & Seminary

7. Media Evanghelism
(Hebrew)
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The best way to bless Israel is with


