The Battle of Armaggeddon

Rev 16:12-16: The sixth bowl to prepare for Armageddon.

With the sixth bowl, the Euphrates dried up (12). A possible harmony is that the kings of the
east are leading the large army of the sixth trumpet (9:16). They are now at the Euphrates and
thus will need to cross it. In 9:14, the four demons that gathered the army are from the
Euphrates and thus this is probably their destination. However in v13-16, unclean spirits
emerge from the “unholy trinity”. Together, they deceive the kings of the world, which must
include the easterners to gather at Armageddon in Israel and it will be at Christ’s second
coming (15). In 19:19, it states that the armies gathered to war against Christ. This is the
ultimate deception. After what has transpired, they must know that Christ is coming but still
they gather to war against Him thinking that they can win.

Lesson to Ponder: In v15 we are to stay awake, keep our clothes and avoid nakedness. This is to
remain pure and to deal with sins as a committed Christian should in 1John 1:9.

Rev 19:11-21 Description on the actual event of His coming. 11-21

The second coming begins (11-16). Christ rides a white horse, an emblem of victory and not a
donkey as before. He is called faithful and true because He comes as promised, now as a judge to
battle the evil forces (11). Next in v12 He is the divine king with a crown of diadems. The
unknown name means as God He cannot be fully known. Yet Christ with His blood is still the
redeemer who came to reveal God and thus His known name is The Word of God (13). He
redeems the Church which is the army following behind, wearing fine linen as in v8 to be the
bride. Amazingly, Christ alone battles the evil forces in v15. The Greek, “fierce wrath” is
“thumos orge”, used this way only in 16:19 for the last bowl and thus they are similar events.
Christ’s official title, the ultimate King and Lord is in v16. In v17-21, Christ descends to destroy
the antichrist’s forces at Armageddon (16:16). The birds feasting on the flesh is to enhance the
graphic nature of the scene (17-18) but note that the false prophet is still present (20) for only the
harlot is destroyed in Babylon.

Lesson to Ponder: The terrifying last battle is not the end for the antichrist and the false prophet

are thrown alive into the lake of fire showing the horror of eternal judgment (20).

Joel 2: The Day of the Lord - God’s judgment and it subsequent effects. KV 11-12
Joel now depicts the actual Day of the Lord and calls for the proper responses.

1. An ultimate army invasion in awesome circumstances. 1-11

Joel starts in v1-3 with a warning, a trumpet call from Zion or Jerusalem on the Day of the
Lord. In that day, amidst darkness and gloom will come a large army unmatched in history
nor will it occur again. Indeed no such army is seen in Israel before which is so highly
destructive. The fire ahead must be the forward bombing to clear the enemy, while anything
on its path is left desolate. This matches the armies of the Antichrist depicted in Rev. 16:14-
20 as they march to Armageddon and to Jerusalem towards the end of the Tribulation. The
army in v4-9 sounds like a modern army of tanks and helicopters with sounds of crackling
flames (5) and the ability to climb onto houses and enter windows with ease (9). In v10-11,
all these occur in an awesome environment of earthquakes and the throes of nature and it can
only be in the Tribulation. It is indeed the Day of the Lord.



2. Call for repentance, altering God’s judgment to blessings.12-27

Even as the army approaches, Joel’s exhortation is that it is not too late to repent (12-14). But
it must be with their whole heart and not just ritually, such as rending their garments. Genuine
repentance even this late is possible only because God is so gracious. There is no guarantee
that punishment is withheld at this late stage but in v14, we can look to Him with such
expectation. Not only is there forgiveness but blessings will come for unlike the locust plague
(1:9), they will have enough to offer the grain and drink offerings. In v15-17, the priests are
to organize and lead the repentance to involve all, including those in the midst of their
wedding. In fact such national repentance of all Israel is predicted in Zech. 12:10-14 towards
the end of the Tribulation. So in that final Day of the Lord, the response will be positive and
His blessings are now described. God will response with strong feelings to affirm the land
and His people (18-19). They will be fully restored agriculturally and in v20, the invading
army will be destroyed. The details harmonize well for the army’s vanguard invading
Jerusalem in the south is thrown to the eastern or Dead Sea while the rear at Armageddon in
the north goes to the western or Mediterranean Sea. This matches the locality, for the
Armageddon valley opens broadly into the west. Finally v21-27 is a call to rejoice in the Lord
with valid reasons. The land will be blessed and they will be fully satisfied but most of all
God will be in their midst (27). They will never again be put to shame (26-27) indicating the
start of Christ’s millennial rule.

3. Special associated manifestations in the last days, 28-32

It is logical to read the last section as continuing into the Millennium. But v31 seems to be
the Tribulation and why is deliverance needed in the Millennium (32)? So the timeline
doesn’t tally. Fortunately Peter quotes the passage in Acts 2:16-21 for the advent of the Holy
Spirit in Acts 2:1-4. Thus “after this” in v28 must be after the locust plague in 1:20. The
timeline now fits for after the OT is Acts where v28-29 is fulfilled and then in v30-31 the
Tribulation. Also in v32 calling on the Lord must be as in 2:12 and Zech. 12:10-14. As all
Israel repents they will be saved, for salvation is now possible by the cross.

Lesson to Ponder: It is relevant that after v28-29 for the initiation of the Church is v30-32
where Israel faces the Tribulation. Both events greatly need the Spirit’s empowerment.
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