Isaiah 51:17 — 52:12: Restoration of Jerusalem involves fleeing with the holy articles.
Restoring Jerusalem and yet fleeing seems contradictory, but the prophecy has a purpose.

Summaries of the context from Isa. 51: 1-16: This passage is the promise of salvation
coming to Israel, before the focus shifts to Jerusalem from 51:17. In v1-3, it begins with
an announcement of Israel’s restoration. It is only to the righteous Jews (1), reminding
them of His call for Abraham and Sarah and multiplying them into a people (2) but the
restoration in v3 befits a picture of the Millennium rather than a return from the Babylon
exile. In v4-6, God declares the salient actions that He will initiate with righteous Israel.
God first gives the law through Moses, which reveals real justice for all people (4). From
this comes righteousness and then after this, His salvation. The coastlands (5), meaning
the entire world awaits His salvation, as Christ will come to save all mankind but unlike
the temporal world in v6, His salvation is forever. Then in y7-11 is a call for Israel not to
fear man as His salvation will surely be triumphant (7-8). God has defeated oppressors
before and can do it again. Rahab is a mythical sea monster and as v10 depicts crossing
of the Red Sea in Exodus, this must be a reference to Egypt. The victorious return in v11
depicted as everlasting, again agrees with the Millennium and not a return from Babylon.
But why the concern for the fear of man? It is to prepare for v12-16, which describes an
intense trying period under the oppressor (with a definite article in Hebrew). There are
captive (14) to be set free and a period with His stirring of the sea and waves (15), a clear
hint on the Great Tribulation. Amazingly, v16 links this to the leader who has God’s
words in his mouth and establishes the heavens and the earth, a sure reference to Christ.

Explaining the Passage - Isaiah 51:17 — 52:12: The passage speaks of a process leading
to the ultimate deliverance of Jerusalem. In ¥17-20, the city is in a dire state. It doesn’t fit
the Jews returning from the Babylon exile, for it was not to such a low degree. Then the
deliverance in ¥21-22 will be a final one, for they will never drink such affliction again
(22), which only occurs after Christ’s return. Chapter 52 begins with God declaring that
freedom is conferred on Jerusalem (1-2). Scholars often interpret this chapter as the Jews’
returning from the Babylon exile but it is out of context. Chapter 51 ends with Jerusalem
under the captive and torment (51:23) of the oppressor (51:13) or the antichrist. Also the
exaltation in v1, of beautiful garments and eternal removal of uncircumcised and unclean
also harmonizes best with the Millennium. Next in ¥3-6, God explains the reasons for this
deliverance. First unlike 50:1, they are sold for nothing, which again is not the Babylon
exile, as Jerusalem is destroyed for her sins (50:1, Eze. 22:2-3). But it fits Rev. 11:2,
when she is simply given to the antichrist in the Tribulation for 42 months. It also fits the
examples in v4, for both Israel’s entry into Egypt in Genesis and Assyrian’s invasion of
Hezekiah (36:1) is not due to any judgement against sin. Second in v5, the deliverance is
for the continual blasphemy, befitting the antichrist’s rule. Finally, v7-12 speaks of a final
process of rescue. First, v7 is the bringing of good news. Paul quotes v7 in Rom. 10:15
but he uses the plural, to indicate that there might be more than one emissary. So perhaps
it’s linked to Rev. 11:3, with the two witnesses coming to Jerusalem, carrying the good
news of deliverance. They will lead the faithful in a process, when God will bare His holy
arm (10) before all nations, to see His salvation. In this context comes v11-12, to depart
Jerusalem, not in haste, as God protects them in front and the rear by the two witnesses.
With the 144,000, they will be victorious in the Tribulation for all nations to behold.
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