Events in the Great Tribulation and related judgments in the Olivet Discourse

Introduction: The Great Tribulation is most thoroughly described in Rev. chapter 6-16 regarding the
events and Daniel 9:24-27 on the timing. However, the Olivet Discourse, provides immense information
on how it relates to us, before the start of the Tribulation and worth our intense study.

Matt. 24 (15-31): The tribulation in v15-20 starts with the “Abomination of Desolation”, the
antichrist taking Jerusalem for 42 months (Rev. 11:1-2) and the saints are commanded to flee
the city. In the end time, when the antichrist occupies the temple, there will be great global
tribulation unseen before by the world (21-24). The woes in the sixth seals of Rev. 6:12-17, the
trumpets (Rev. 8:1-9:21) and bowls (Rev. 16:1-9) fit well in this description. Finally, Christ
will come, clearly visible to all (25-28). In v28, the proverb suggests severe judgments upon His
return, as many as vultures will follow corpse. These are in ¥29-31 which match well with the
last few bowls of Rev. 16:10-21 ending with Armageddon. The elect in ¥31 are OT saints (Eze.
37:12) as the Church is already raptured.

Matt. 25: Exhortations on living to await His return and related Judgments:

1. Parable of 10 virgins — individual alertness needed. 1-13: The parable starts with “then”
or “tote” in Greek which is a specific point in time (1-4). “Tote” is used the last time in 24:40
suggesting that this parable relates to the event in 24:40-41. The parable of the evil slave
(24:45-51) calls for pastoral care while “ten virgins” is a stress on personal responsibility.
They are not invited guests but by leading the bridegroom to the house, they can participate in
the celebrations. With torches they are to shine as Christians as we await His return. Two
points to note to identify what the oil represents (5-13). Each one is responsible for their own
supply as it cannot be borrowed (9). They are also expected to buy this on their own for it’s
not given freely (10). The oil is best taken as the resources needed for the Christian life, such
as good works, fellowship and bible study. Christians must have ample reserves of the
resources. Those who do not take their spiritual life seriously or the “simply churchgoers” are
the foolish virgins. Still, v13 call us to be alert or ‘gregoreo’ in Greek, i.e. to stay awake and
sleeping is not encouraged. True believers will prepare enough oil, that even with this lapse,
they will not be rejected on His return.

2. Parable of the talents on spiritual investment. 14-30: The final parable exhorts all to
serve Him while waiting for His return (14-18). A talent is 6000 denarii a rather large sum for
one denarius is a day’s wage. To identify the talent’s meaning, several points must be noted.
The amount given varies and it is in accordance with our abilities (15) but the master expects
all to produce results for him. Since not all have the ability to invest earthy possessions to
ensure results, the talents must be spiritual gifts that are given to us in differing amount (Rom.
12:6). God wants us to use these gifts in serving Him and there will be positive results (19-
23). The Sunday churchgoer will not be doing it and it is like a gift buried and unused (24-
28). Note that in v24 he has a rather negative view of the master. He is probably not even a
born again believer and so he ends up in hell (29-30). Christians who are not serving the Lord
must reexamine themselves.

3. Judgment of the nations for actions on the saints. 31-46: The last prophecy is a
consoling reminder that as we wait for His return, the world will be judged by their responses
to His saints. The timing is after His return and His throne is already set up (31-33). All
humanity surviving the tribulation will be gathered under their nations and separated into
sheep and goats. The sheep are those who treated His saints admirably (34-40) in contrast to
the goats who maltreated them (41-46). This principle will be especially significant in the
tribulation when the antichrist will lead the massive persecution against the saints, many of
them being the 144,000 Jews in Rev. 7:4-8.
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