2Thessalonians 2: Explaining the coming of the man of lawlessness. KV 3
The chapter explains why it’s erroneous to consider that the day of the Lord has arrived.

1. Calling them to be unaffected by errors on the day of the Lord. 1-2

It is evident in v2 that the confusion is that the day of the Lord “has come” or has already
began because the Greek is “enistemi” or literally “standing in now”. In v1 Paul also says
it concerns the coming of Christ and our gathering to Him, the latter referring to the
rapture. However since Christ is not obviously with them, the error couldn’t be that He
has arrived. The best way to harmonize the passage is to firstly understand that the day of
the Lord refers to not just a day but a period when the Lord will directly intervene and
consummate His redemption. Christ’s coming is within it but other passages like Joel 2:8-
3:6 also show that the “tribulation” is the early part of this period. Secondly, we need to
appreciate that Christ’s coming is not one but a two-event affair. In 1Thess.s 4:16-17,
Christ comes to gather the saints but in 1:8-9 is the second event when He will battle the
antichrist (2:8). So, some must have thought that the rapture, the first event of His
coming, has occurred (1). They then wrongly conclude that the day of the Lord has
started and that they are in the “tribulation” (2). This seems to fit with the persecutions
they are enduring but Paul proceeds to explain in the next section why this is erroneous.

2. The particulars on the advent of the man of lawlessness. 3-12

The day of the Lord cannot be here because the antichrist, referred to as the “man of
lawlessness™ has not yet appeared (3-5). Note that the “first” in v3 is not predicting that
the antichrist must come before the day of the Lord. Otherwise it would contradict Paul’s
prophecy in 1Thessalonians 5:2, that the coming of the day of the Lord is unknown, like a
thief in a night. Rather it is stating that an apostasy or the great rebellion against God will
precede the antichrist’s advent. Details on “the day of Lord” are in the Bible, as here and
in Revelation, making them predictable once the period starts but the beginning is
unpredictable (Matthew 25:13). The antichrist can be identified for he will act as God in
the temple demanding worship (4). In Greek, the temple has an article suggesting that it
is the Jerusalem’s temple which must therefore be rebuilt. Paul also explains why the
antichrist cannot be now present and it is because of a restraining (6-7). Interestingly in
Greek, it is a neutral gender in v6 indicating a “system” but a masculine in v7 showing
that it is a “he”. This is a key reason for taking the Holy Spirit as the “he”, acting in the
Church, the “system”, to restrain the antichrist. The antichrist can only come after the
church is taken away, that is in the rapture. He will deceive many (8-10) but note in yv11-
12 they are only those who took pleasure in wickedness rather then believing in Christ.

3. Standing firm in the truth. 13-17

In v13-15, Paul states in contrast that the Thessalonians would not be deceived because
God has chosen them for salvation. Nevertheless they are still commanded to stand firm
(15). This is holding to the apostolic traditions that are taught, which is now the NT. All
contradictory messages, be it a spirit or from a letter outside the NT must be rejected (2).
Finally in ¥16-17, God would provide strength and comfort, the latter must be because of
their persecutions.

Lesson to Ponder: Amazingly God saves us to ultimately gain the glory of Christ (14).
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