19:11-20:15 — Second Coming of Christ and the Millennium
The passage describes the events that will transpire before the final eternal state with God.

1. Description on the actual event of His coming. 19:11-21

The second coming begins (11-16). Christ rides a white horse, an emblem of victory and not a donkey
as before. He is called faithful and true because He comes as promised, now as a judge to battle the
evil forces (11). Next in v12 He is the divine king with a crown of diadems. The unknown name
means as God He cannot be fully known. Yet Christ with His blood is still the redeemer who came to
reveal God and thus His known name is The Word of God (13). He redeems the Church which is the
army following behind, wearing fine linen as in v8 to be the bride. Amazingly, Christ alone battles the
evil forces in v15. The Greek, “fierce wrath” is “thumos orge”, used this way only in 16:19 for the last
bowl and thus they are similar events. Christ’s official title, the ultimate King and Lord is in v16. In
v17-21, Christ descends to destroy the antichrist’s forces at Armageddon (16:16). The birds feasting
on the flesh is to enhance the graphic nature of the scene (17-18) but note that the false prophet is still
present (20) for only the harlot is destroyed in Babylon.

2. The binding of Satan for 1000 years. 20:1-3

This occur immediately after Armageddon when an angel will bind Satan for 1000 years (1-2). It is
done with ease without even a hint of resistance. His omnipotent power is thus absolutely able to
protect us from the evil one. Satan is thrown into the abyss in v3 rather than the lake of fire because
he will be released again at the end of the millennium (7).

3. Believers to rule in the millennium. 20:4-6

The thrones that John saw is the start of Christ’s millennial rule (4). Victorious armies generally share
in the judgment and rule of the vanquished and the raptured Church in the armies that followed Christ
is given the privilege. This is also promised in the NT (2:26-28; 1Co. 6:2-3). However John also saw
the souls of the tribulation saints who are now resurrected. They come to life only now because as a
group, full completion can only be at the end of the tribulation and they will also participate in the
millennial rule (6). One group that is not mentioned is the OT saints who will be resurrected to rule
with the Messiah (Ezekiel 37: 12-14). The “first resurrection” in v5-6 must also include the two
witnesses and the 144,000 Jews. A firm promise is given that all these will not partake in the second
death. There is no hint that the 1000 years is figurative as some suggested, especially when all other
items such as thrones, keys and chains are to be taken literally.

4. The final rebellion of God and Magog. 20:7-10

Besides the resurrected saints, many human survivors of the tribulation will proceed into the
millennium. Reproduction will continue and in fact they will live long lives as in the pre-Noah days
(Isaiah 65:20). The worship of Christ is the only visible religion but their hearts must be tested. So
Satan is released for the task as the millennium ends (7). In fact he will be successful in recruiting a
large army against God (8-9). They even surround the camp of the saints, a likely reference to all the
co-rulers with Christ (6) and Jerusalem but they will be destroyed. In rabbinic writings, Gog and
Magog are enemies of the Messiah and must be leaders of the rebels. These names are also found in
Ezekiel 38-39 but that is not the same event for it predates the millennium and there are vital
differences such as the enemies perishing in the mountains (Ezekiel 39:4) while here, it is in the
“broad plain of the earth” (9). Satan is finally thrown into the lake of fire for eternal torment (10).

5. Judgment of the Great White Throne. 20:11-15

The final judgment begins with God sitting on the throne (11). So immense will this be that heaven
and earth fled away as if they disappear. Indeed they will pass away as in 21:1 but v11 is probably
poetical for the old earth is subsequently around to release the dead (12-13). Death and Hades are
personified with the former having the body and the latter their souls where they are dwelling
temporally. They are all resurrected and their works recorded in books will condemn them. As they
are not in the book of life, there is no salvation and they will be thrown into the lake of fire that is the
second death (14-15).
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