Revelation 21:1-22:4: The New Jerusalem upon the New Earth.
The eternal state has arrived with the New Jerusalem as the capital of God’s kingdom.

1. The New Jerusalem coming down for her occupants. 21:1-8

The old creation must pass away before the eternal state begins (1-2). 2 Peter 3:10 predicts that it will
occur with a loud sound and intense heat. The new earth will be without sea which represents
separation and danger. At the centre of the new creation is the New Jerusalem which John saw
descending from heaven. Jesus has promised in John 14:2-3 that He will prepare this for His saints.
The key reason for the new creation is in v3-4, and amazingly it is for God to dwell among men. This
is unspeakable love that God would do all this just to be with us. Furthermore there will be no more
crying, death, pain or mourning (4). It implies that these agonies will still be around in the millennium
as elimination is only possible when sins disappear in the new creation. God the Father then
announces that He will make all things new and that “it is done” (5-8). This must be the completion of
salvation by grace because the offer is without cost and we will become God’s son. In contrast the
unsaved in v8 will burn in the lake of fire, the second death.

2. The structure of the city. 21:9-21

The angel in v9 could be the same one as 17:1, able to carry John to a high mountain (9-11). New
Jerusalem is as a wife in v2 and in v9, the husband is the Lamb. John is first shown the exterior of the
city. Jasper is used in describing it (11). This is a red stone but it is never clear like crystal. So it must
be a brilliance never seen before on earth and the glory of the city must be unbelievable. It is evident
that the city is for both Jews and the Church (12-14). The gates have the names of the 12 Tribes of
Israel while the Apostles are on the foundation stones. Most likely the foundation stones are seen as
buttress enlargements, alternating between the gates. The angel measures the city and it is a 1500
miles cube (15-17). This is most likely because the Greek for square, “tetragonas” in v16 is also used
for a cube. In land area it is like Australia but the height is 1500 miles and so it’s humongous. The city
is adorned with all kinds of precious stones (18-21). Some of the features are almost unimaginable.
The city is of gold in v18 and v21. Yet these are transparent like glass, unlike the gold on earth. Each
gate is one single pearl, obviously of a size unseen before. What a splendor to behold, awaiting the
saints of God in eternity.

3. The focus of life in the city. 21:22-27

In the last section, John seems to have entered the city (22-23). He saw no temple, a structure set up to
enable worship. John says God Himself is the temple, indicating that worship is the central activity of
the city. There is no more need for any source of light for God will personally illuminate it. Outside
on the new earth dwell the nations (24-27). Who are they? It is best to take them as survivors from the
Millennium for Satan could not have deceived all the inhabitants. The nations must be the faithful
who now multiply on the new earth. They are ruled by kings who bring their glory and honor into the
city, which is the offering of their very best to worship God. As only saints can enter the city (27) and
they will reign with God forever (22:6), they must be the kings over the nations.

4. Sustenance of life in the New Jerusalem. 22:1-5

22:1-5 is linked to chapter 21 on life in the New Jerusalem. Even in the eternal state, God plays a part
in our regular sustenance (1-2). A river of life runs through the middle of the main street in the city
and on either side of its banks is the tree of life. In Greek, tree is singular probably to indicate that it is
one type of tree but there must be many all over the city. This must be the same tree of life in Eden
which God forbade Adam to eat in case he would live forever with his sin (Genesis 2:9; 3:22).
However the saints are now cleansed by Christ’s blood and the curse of sin is gone. The river of life
will in some way have an ongoing cleansing role but as in our salvation, it will be without cost (21:6).
The washing thus gives the saints the right to the tree of life (14) whose fruits are needed to sustain
life in the city. Its leaves however are for healing of the nations outside. This could not be related to
sin but surely problems can emerge even without sin and healing is required. Finally John describes
life in the eternal city (3-5). With the curse of sin eliminated the saints will serve God forever. They
will relate with Him face to face and having His name on our foreheads simply means that we are His
forever. In 21:23, God lights up the city and now in v5, it speaks of God illuminating the saints. In
Greek its “epi” or “on” them which means that they will reign forever with His glory and guidance.
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